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although he was an honest republican. But as an officer he believed
in leadership., as a German in discipline, and as a Catholic in
authority; he was never a political intriguer like so many of the
Centrist Left, but fully shared the views of the Right—though
not all its economic selfishness—and its episcopal advisers that
German Socialism and German Liberalism were drowning in
a morass of materialism and drowning the future with them; that
the need of the nation was for a great national effort at purification
of life and motive to fit it for the uphill task of recovery, and
that the proper course for Germany was away from revolutionism
to a sane ordered nationalism., democratic only in the sense that
the Catholic church is democratic and based on that church's
conception of the Christian ideal. Despite his mystical faith, he
characteristically won his reputation not as an evangelist but as
an economist, and in a branch of economics least of all susceptible
to mysticism, as several excellent gentlemen ought to recognize—
national finance. He had not been long in parliament—Stegerwald
got him put in 1924 on the party list in Silesia and he was, while
the Centrum lasted, steadily re-elected for Breslau—before he
was accepted as a forceful orator with a grip of facts and figures,
and considerable gifts of exposition. He became a party expert
on economic questions, standing for the old tradition of stern
saving and sound accountancy, and readily and fearlessly criti-
cizing cabinets and statesmen and even the pundits of economic
unorthodoxy in his own party. By 1927 when Dr. Bruening, tall,
erect, still a little inclined to stand at attention, the dark hair
creeping back to the occiput, the shrewd eyes twinkling behind
heavy glasses, got up to speak on any of his pet subjects the
whole House listened. In the autumn of 1929 he had been elected
to the parliamentary leadership of the party and the appointment
was regarded as a victory of the anti-Socialist Right wing; he was
beginning to be talked of in the lobbies as a coming minister,
although in republican Germany making oneself a nuisance to
the government was not the usual way to get into office. And
he was also known in circles where it was important to be known.
In these he had met Schleicher, who had recognized in this innate
Conservative with democratic, but austerely democratic, leanings

